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Wonder Workshop Children’s Museum March 2010

Pictures from our traveling museum/school bus we refer to it as our C.0.W. (Classroom on Wheels)
1006 Leavenworth St.
Manhattan, Ks. 66502
785-776-1234
www.wonderworkshop.org

wonder@kansas.net

Thank god for warmer weather!!! This winter our traveling museum has been making its rounds to area schools.
Students get to explore science, art, and the humanities by engaging our hands-on exhibits that come to them in
two parts: the first part is set up in the school itself and the second is the bus with its different paleontology dig
areas. We are thankful for receiving a grant from the Greater Manhattan Community Foundation that provided
funding so we now have heating and air conditioning on our C.O.W.

In addition to the foundation above we are also thankful to the Manhattan Yes Fund allowing us another year to
provide after school programming for students in Manhattan.

This year the Wonder Workshop will offer a new program allowing the public to experience what it must have
been like to be a slave, and a person escaping with the help of Kansas abolitionist to freedom. This year the Na-
tional Parks Service will be hosting its Underground Railroad National Conference in Topeka at the end of July.
Next year in 2011 Kansas will celebrate its 150th anniversary and we wish to remind fellow Kansans and others the
important role our ancestors played in their struggles to make Kansas a “Free” State. Participants from near and
far will now be able to schedule our Underground Railroad Tour or undergo the slave experience to freedom. I
hope to see you there.

Listed below are the Wonder Workshop Board of Directors who serve our children: Mrs. Diane Washington, Mrs. Sherry White, M.

Jessie Kwatamdia, Mrs. Kelly Loub, Mr. Wayne Corn, Dr. David Griffin, Mr. Peter Else, and Mr. Terry Jones. Thanks for all
you do!

Richard Pitts

Drawing of the Henry Strong
Farmstead in Manhattan. A cave
at this site was used to hide
Africans escaping to freedom.
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Addie Levy,
local artist

WONDER WORKSHOP

1006 1 eavenworth Street
Manhattan, Ks. 66502

www.wonderworkshop.org

Phone: 785-776-1234
cell: 785-410-7752
E-mail: wonder(@kansas.net

From Richard Pitts new book and CD with the author telling each story as you
read along, “African American Stories with a Lot of Soul!”

Mr. Fox

High up in an oak tree sat Mr. & Mrs. Song Bird warming their eggs. They were snug-
gled up together singing their favorite song: “This little light of mine, I’'m going to let it shine,
yes, this little light of mine; I’'m gone to let it shine.” As they sang, they heard a voice coming
from the bottom of the tree.

“Hello you two lovebirds, hello” it said.

It was Mr. Fox. He was a handsome enough fellow, dressed in blue overalls, a wide brim
straw hat, a long handlebar mustache with a goatee, and sporting a very strange looking axe in

his hand.
Mr. Song Bird shouted out “good morning sir.”

Mzt. Fox responded with, “It would be a good morning if you threw me down one of
those eggs your sitting on.”

The two birds replied that the idea was preposterous and he should keep moving down
the road. Mr. Fox retorted, “If you two knuckle heads don’t throw me down an egg, I'll be
chopping down this tree with my axe and I’ll eat all the eggs. And if I catch you two, I'll have a
BBQ.”

The robins felt like they had no choice and threw him down one egg. Fox caught the egg
in his mouth before it could hit the ground and said, “Yum, yum, yummy, I’ll be seeing you”.

Both birds thought that will be too soon. Momma bird started crying; Papa soothed her
by saying, “It’s going to be alright, Mr. Fox is gone forever.”

Around noon who should be back at the bottom of the tree? Mr. Fox. “Hey you two its
lunch time and my stomach is growling. Throw me down another egg before I have to cut this
tree down and I’ll eat them all.”

Mr. Song Bird threw down another egg and Fox caught it in midair and gulped it down
moaning “yum, yum, yummy!” He left the birds crying up in their nest saddened by the loss of
another un-hatched baby.
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Soon, along came Brother Crow. He landed on the branch where the Song Birds nest
was and came in singing: “Don’t worry cousins, be happy!”

“Say what’s the matter with you?” Crow asked.

The Song Birds sadly shared their encounters with Mr. Fox. Brother Crow said, “Don’t
worry be happy”, and let me tell you a thing or two: that axe is made out of clay. If Fox makes
one chop onto this tree, it will shatter into a thousand tiny pieces. I know this for sure because
I watched him make it over by the pond where I go every morning for my breakfast drink.

So sing this song with me: Don’t worry, be happy, don’t worry be happy do, do, do, do,
do, do, do, do, do, do, doo, don’t worry...” It became early evening and guess who was at the
bottom of the tree? None other than Mr. Fox. “Hey you two” he called “It’s my dinner time,
throw me down what you know I need.”

Mzr. Song bird said, “Get ready Mr. Fox here comes what I know you deserve.”
He had collected a bunch of nuts after finding out that he and his family were safe.

He and his wife bombed Mr. Fox with the nuts and said, “You and that phony axe better get
going before we really get mad.” The payback made them both feel a little better.

Mzr. Fox scurried back into the forest mumbling to him-self and wondering how those birds
found out that his axe was made from clay. Then he remembered seeing old Crow sitting on a
branch watching him create his clay axe. He vowed to get the bird back for spilling the beans
on him. He knew that Crow loved eating dead things and that he came to the local pond each
morning to get a drink. The next morning, Mr. Fox lay playing dead by the pond waiting for
the arrival of Crow. Sure enough Brother Crow soon flew in for his morning drink and was
pleasantly surprised to see Fox there dead. He thought that Mr. Fox probably had died in his
sleep and he thought it was his job as one of the cleanup crew to eat his share. When he ap-
proached the faking Mr. Fox his mouth was watering with the anticipation of this unexpected
tasty treat he was about to get. As soon as he was within reach Mr. Fox had him in his mouth
shaking him back and forth! Crow started laughing hysterically! Mr. Fox said, “Why are you
laughingr”

Brother Crow said, “I told my wife this morning before I left home that I had a dream
last night. In the dream, Mr. Fox, you caught me just like you just did and threw me up in the
air. When I landed, my feathers collected into one pile, my bones collected into another pile,
and my juicy meat into another. But please Mr. Fox don’t do that it’s gone to hurt something
bad.” Mr. Fox said, “That’s just what I’'m gone to do.”

Mr. Fox threw the bird into the air and Brother Crow flew away singing, “Don’t worry,
be happy!”

From that day on fox and crow never trusted each other.

Can you answer this riddle?

There is a pear tree, 12 pears hanging high, 12 pears hanging low, 12 kings ride by, each eats a pear how many
pears were left hanging there? The answer will be in our next newsletter if you think you know email us.



Carley Nelson (left) is a 5th grade student at St.
George Elementary. She has been involved in
Wonder Workshop programs at her school
since she was in 1st grade. We asked her to in-
terview her mother (left) Brandey Nelson a
5th/6th grade teacher at St. George about the
Camp Invention science program that is offered
at St. George. Below is the interview:

CN: How did the Camp Invention get started at St. George and when was it first introduced to your students?

BN: Our principal got a flyer in the mail asking our school to have the summer camp in 2009. I volun-
teered to be in charge of the camp because I thought it sounded like a lot of fun for kids and some-
thing neat to do over the summer.

CN: How long has it been serving students at St. George and is it fully funded or do students pay a fee?

BN: Our first week long camp was July 2009. We have been doing one day clubs this school year.
Clubs cost $59 for the day and camp is about $189 for the week.

CN: what are a few of the benefits that students receive from participating in the program?

BNN: A few of the benefits that students receive are learning teamwork and cooperation, learning how
to solve problems in creative ways, and better understanding of science.

CN: Do you offer this program throughout the school year why or why not?

BN: Yes, we offer clubs on some days when school is not in session to give kids something fun and
exciting to do when they’re not in school.

CN: What grade levels are allowed to join?
BN: Students in grades 1st—6th are allowed to take part in Camp and Club Inventions.

CN: I have been to both Camp and Club and I really had a lot of fun. It was challenging, but it was exciting to
work with a group to solve a problem. I would recommend camp to everyone! Thank you mom, I mean Mrs.
Nelson.
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